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Holy Week
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St % Good job everyone! This month we took 257 pounds of canned goods and

v : 156.5 pounds of sugar for a total of 644.5 pounds for the year already! Keep up

. .
U, £ the good work so we reach our goal of 3000 pounds in 2018!

7n g 1e®
The Mission/Outreach thanks you so much! As noted above we were able to
take 156.5 pounds of sugar to the Food Care Center — Bravo!

If you would like to donate to our boomerang program to help provide weekend
nourishment for children in need, please mark your check or envelopes as BOOMER BAGS.
This mission is supported by your donations. We are not funded by the church. We provide
items for simple food preparation at the end of the month (pasta, soup, etc.) We provide bags
for 60 children attending East Ward Elementary each Friday with healthy food items for the
weekend. Thanks!

Those of you interested in Vacation Bible School, our next meeting will be March 3™ at 9:00
am. I can promise that the coffee is made, there are snacks and we have lots of fun! If you are
interested in joining us, please come to this meeting so that we have time to get you trained in
Ministry Safe. If you do not do this training you will NOT be allowed to be around the kids. I
know we need a couple of people to help with food, crafts, and a classroom aide. We also
need you to start collecting some items for use with the program. These are items we need
NOW. Among these are clean, empty 2 liter soda bottles, vinyl tablecloths that will be cut into
pieces, and blue, yellow and green plastic tablecloths, and travel size toiletry items. You can
drop them in the box in the narthex, the office or back at the audio/visual desk. Thanks in
advance! Again, that® Saturday, March 3™ at 9:00 am —come join the fun! See you there!

The UMW has started off the year with a bang! At our general meeting we learned about some
of the many symbols of Lent and tested our brains, as well as enjoying lots of tasty pancakes!
Thanks to everyone who attended! In March our board meeting is on the 6™ at 10:30 am
(then wedl go to Lunch Bunch after!), then on the 13 Hope Circle meets at 10:30 (bring a
dish and join us for lunch!), and our General Meeting on Tuesday, March 27" at 6:00 pm.
This will be our Burning of the Candle service, please come join us in remembering or
honoring those special people in our lives past and present and help to support Missionary
work.
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The Ice Storm
By David Leach

As light enters the morning sky, I can see that the branches of the trees are encased in the
thinnest sheath of ice. The temperature has fallen lower than I knew and the falling moisture has
begun to freeze on the trees.

As the day wears on the expected thaw never comes. The ice remains and even seems to
spread and thicken as if it is condensing moisture from the air.

This afternoon moisture again falls, but the cold wind will not let the ice melt from the
trees. Their sheath grows thicker, icicles grow longer and limbs begin to bow. The trees with
abundant small branches are more burdened, and the ones which have leaned out to reach the light
in spring are strained and bowed to the ground by the frozen burden they bear. One tree afraid of
loss has refused to drop its dead leaves in the fall. Now their extra surface gathers ice which clings
only to the branches of other trees.

Soon the burden will be too great, and branches will begin to break, as the wind increases.

Lord God, in the winter storms of life, when I experience the ice and cold wind of
adversity, I pray you will find me standing strait and upright, sufficiently pruned of branches that
my burden will not be too great, in fearlessness having released my dead leaves, and most of all
with my roots gripping tightly to you, my strong rock and my foundation.
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Anniversaries
Charles & Isadora Dodson 13th
Michael & Sherry Mathews  18th
Eddie & Meredeth Adams 19th
Chuck & Saltanat Ellis 26th

Happy Birthday!

Gary Bradford
Brittany Leach
Emily McBride
Jimmy Cearfoss 1V
Gloria Ashmore
Judy Roundtree

If you feel the music — then come and
participate in the praise music. You can participate
once a month or once a week. Come make some
joyful noise! Contact Gary Hunt (the guy at the
front singing every Sunday!) and he will get you

hooked up! O'w
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The lunch bunch meets the first Tuesday of each month ||
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| God has given us two hands, one
X X 25 Palm Sunday 26Domino 2 7Joy Bible 28 29 Maundy 30 NO 31 Easter Eve
Rainbow Emmaus Gathering

to receive with and the other to )
. . . Sunday School 9 am | Station 12:30 | Study 9 am Upper Room Thursday Boomerang
give with. We are not cisterns Worship 10 am Bible Study9am | Service

. . . Holy Week Emmaus Reunion .
The Rampow Emmaus.Group Wlll.meet Thu.r sday, made for hoardlng; we are Confirmation Group 11am | Women® 6:30 pm Good Friday
March 8th with covered dish and business starting at 6:30 . 3pm Emmaus reunion Service 6:30
pm and worship to follow. Remember to bring your channels made for sharlng. UMW general 5:30 pm pm )

worship book, cross and name tag. The gathering will be
held at First United Methodist Church.

meeting 6:00

Billy Graham
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